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This is in response to applicants' "Petition Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a)" filed 02 May 2001, 
requesting that the present application be accepted for United States national stage processing 
without the signature of one of the three joint inventors. 



BACKGROUND 

On 30 March 1999, applicants filed international application PCT/AU99/00232, which 
claimed priority of an earlier Australia application filed 30 March 1998. A copy of the ' 
international application was communicated to the USPTO fi-om the International Bureau on 
07 October 1999. A Demand for international preliminary examination, in which the United 
States was elected, was filed on 18 October 1999, prior to the expiration of nineteen months fi-om 
the priority date. Accordingly, the thirty-month period for paying the basic national fee in the 
United States expired at midnight on 30 September 2000. 

On 26 September 2000, appUcants filed national stage papers in the United States 
Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US). The submission was accompanied by, inter alia, the 
basic national fee required by 35 U.S.C. 371(c)(1). 

On 02 November 2000, the DO/EO/US mailed a Notification of Missing Requirements 
Under 35 U.S.C. 371 (Form PCT/DO/EO/905), indicating that an oath or declaration in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.497 must be filed along with a surcharge under 37 CFR 1.492(e) for 
providing the oath or declaration later than thirty (30) months fi-om the priority date. 

On 02 May 2001, applicants filed the present petition along with the appropriate extension 
of time fee. The petition states that inventor Norman Stewart refiises to join in the application. 
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Bryan Tung 
i'CT Legal Examiner 
PCT Legal Office 

Telephone: 703-308-6614 
Facsimile; 703-308-6459 



